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From: Duncan Smith
Mail received time: Sat, 8 Nov 2025 00:10:35 +0000 
Subject: feedback 
Archived: Thursday, November 20, 2025 3:22:42 PM 

___________________________________ 
My overall concern is that choices made by those in power regarding airport= 
 noise are going to generally make living near the airport unpleasant and w= 
ill negatively affect property values. 

I'm concerned that the people who benefit most from the airport's proximity= 
 to the city center are not the people who have to deal with the negative c= 
onsequences of that proximity. This dichotomy in benefit likely follows a d= 
ichotomy of wealth. 

I'm concerned that average decibels is a wholly inadequate metric of the ex= 
perience of noise. Daily (and nightly) activities are not disturbed by nois= 
e averages; they are disturbed by noise events. There's no way to convey to= 
 someone what a average sound level feels like, unless, perhaps its put in = 
terms of the number of events and how much those events disturb daily life. 

I'm concerned that once the county acquires new avigation easements, any co= 
mmitment to affected residents will vanish. It follows that this would happ= 
en given that earlier draft report showed that existence of an easement ins= 
ide the 65 dB boundary automatically converted non-compatible to compatible= 
. 

I'm concerned that the Part150 study and its 65 dB boundary is only for pre= 
dictions for 2027 and this does not include nor would be updated for Meliss= 
a Agard's endorsement of the airport becoming an international airport, whi= 
ch will lead to more flights (more noise) and larger planes (more noise). A= 
s per the previous point, it follows that nothing would be done about futur= 
e noise increases as long as avigation easements are in place. 

I'm concerned that Madison's expected growth and the airport's expected gro= 
wth are incompatible. 

I'm concerned that the existence of avigation easements on properties is di= 
fficult to find and will remain so. 

I'm concerned that the discussion only seems to be about F35 jets and which= 
 direction they travel. There's no discussion about how to address the subs= 
tantial noise from night time arrival of air carriers from the south. The d= 
raft report says night arrival will go from 1859 in 2022 to 3965 in 2027 (m= 
ore than doubling) and that arriving from the south is the most common nigh= 
t time direction. 

I'm concerned that reporting noise events has no effect on airport operatio= 
ns. It feels like it is only a formality. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback. 
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From: Dianne Fisher
Mail received time: Tue, 11 Nov 2025 21:33:12 +0000 
Subject: F-35 noise 
Archived: Thursday, November 20, 2025 3:25:25 PM 

___________________________________ 
As a long time, east side Madison resident, I am writing to strongly suppor= 
t new flight paths, expansion and/or reconfiguration of the runways, sound = 
insulation programs, and any other improvements to the Madison/Truax airpor= 
t that would help decrease the loud noise and pollution from the F-35s. As = 
the study indicates, these changes would lessen some of the negative impact= 
s of these flights on our community. 
Thank you for supporting the study’ s findings. 

Dianne Fisher
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Health and Safety Concerns Regarding F-35 Fighter Jets in 
Madison, Wisconsin  

     
September 12, 2019 
 
Physicians for Social Responsibility Wisconsin (PSR WI) 
info@psrwisconsin.org 
www.psr-wisconsin.org
608-232-9945

 
Introduction 
PSR Wisconsin is extremely concerned about the proposal to expand Truax Air Force Base for 
bedding of a squadron of F35A fighter jets. Expansion of the base and flight operations to 
accommodate the F35 jets poses serious health and safety risks to the residents of Madison, 
Wisconsin. These jets can also be upgraded to carry nuclear weapons without the public’s 
knowledge. 
 
Air Pollution 
Numerous studies have documented links between air pollution and respiratory diseases, heart disease 
and stroke. https://www.who.int/airpollution/ambient/health-impacts/en/

Airplane exhaust plays a significant role in air pollution, especially in the vicinity of airports. 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/11/091118112423.htm,  
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/es900975f

The levels of plane emissions of volatile organic compounds and ultrafine particles in neighborhoods 
near airports are similar to those measured at airport runways.  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20237839?dopt=Abstract 
The F35’s consume more fuel on takeoff than other fighter jets because of the use of “after burner” 
engines for up to 50% of flight operations. https://vtdigger.org/2019/08/29/docs-show-f-35-
afterburners-use-may-be-higher-than-publicly-predicted/

The more fuel that is used, the higher the levels of ultrafine particle and other emissions. 
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es900975f

Water and Soil Pollution 
High levels of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) have been found in the soil near Truax 
AFB and in the watershed of Starkweather Creek, due to PFAS containing firefighting foams used on 
the base. City well #15 was recently closed down due to PFAS contamination. 
https://www.cityofmadison.com/water/water-quality/water-quality-testing/perfluorinated-compounds
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Some studies in humans with PFAS have shown that PFAS can be transmitted through breast milk, 
can affect growth, learning and behavior of infants, can adversely affect the immune and endocrine 
system and increase the risk of cancer.  https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/health-effects.html

Neither the Department of Defense nor Air National Guard has made any effort so far to clean up this 
PFAS contamination or the two burn pits on the Truax base. 
https://cityofmadison.com/mayor/news/city-staff-memo-maps-on-f-35-environmental-impact-
statement

The F35’s require a special stealth coating after each flight, which will pose further risks to the air, 
soil and water on and around Truax Air Force Base. https://www.businesstoday.in/opinion/columns/f-
35-fighter-jet-stealth-aircraft-us-india-dogfight-indian-air-force-iaf-modi-govt-donald-
trump/story/355414.html

Health Effects of Noise 
The Air Force’s Draft Environmental Impact Statement (draft EIS) admits there will be a significant 
impact on noise levels due to the basing of F-35’s at Truax. F 35s are 50-250% louder than our current 
F 16’s.  The number of takeoff/landings would increase by 27% (but up to 47% increase during the 
initial 2 years of training).  
 
Basing the F 35’s in Madison would impact more homes than at any of the other four proposed sites. 
The EIS estimated 1,318 households 
and 2,766 residents will be living inside the 65 db zone.  Of these, one hundred thirty-two households 
with 292 residents will be living within the 70-75 dB zone and will likely need relocation. (4 EIS F-
35A Volume 1 Part 2, Chapter 4, page WI 32) 
  
Health effects include hearing loss for exposure > 70-80 dB, increases in blood pressure, heart rate 
and stress hormones that could increase risks of heart attacks, stroke and exacerbate symptoms of 
anxiety and post traumatic stress (PTSD).   
 
Fetal exposure to excess noise can increase the risk of premature birth or low birth weight infants. 
Excessive noise exposure of infants, toddlers and young children places them at risk of delayed speech 
development and cognition as well as negative effects on attention, concentration, long term memory 
and reading and math comprehension.   
 
Also, particularly vulnerable populations would be those with Autism, ADHD or sensory processing 
issues as well as differently abled persons and the elderly who cannot easily relocate. 
 
Bibliography of 4 good articles about noise and health: 

1) Viet SM, Dellarco M, Dearborn DG & Neitzel R.  Assessment of noise exposure to children: 
considerations for the National Children’s study. Pregnancy Child Health. 2014 October ; 1(1): . 
doi:10.4172/2376-127X.1000105. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4390126/pdf/nihms-
660061.pdf
2) What Do We Know about Noise Sensitivity in Autism? Marina Sarris, Interactive Autism Network at 
Kennedy Krieger Institute https://iancommunity.org/ssc/noise-sensitivity-autism Interactive Autism 
Network: Linking the Autism Community and Researchers
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3)  Noise: A Hazard for the Fetus and Newborn, American Academy of Pediatrics Committee on 
Environmental Health, PEDIATRICS Vol. 100 No. 4 October 
1997 http://socnw.org/pdf/noise%20effects%20on%20unborn.pdf
4) Noise Exposure and Public Health, Willy Passchier-Vermeer and Wim F.Passchier, 
EnvironHealthPerspect108(suppl1):123-
131(2000) https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1637786/pdf/envhper00310-0128.pdf
5) From the current EPA on noise and children

A. For parents: Noise and Its Effects on Children https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-
07/documents/ochp_noise_fs_rev1.pdf 
B. For elementary kids: Listen Up Play It Safe With Your Ears Play It Safe With Your 
Health https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-07/documents/ochp_noise_elem_book.pdf

 
Risk of Fires and Crashes 
Basing a weapon system like the F35 near a heavily populated area is unsafe. There have been several 
serious mishaps and two fires involving the F35’s so far.  
https://vtdigger.org/2018/02/28/problems-plagued-f-35-since-proposed-20-years-ago/

There have been two crashes, one related to a mechanical failure and one due to pilot error.  
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/05/12/world/f-35s-first-crash-caused-manufacturing-defect-
report/#.XXpsPpNKhfI, https://www.cnn.com/2019/06/10/asia/japan-f-35-fighter-crash-cause-hnk-
intl/index.html

Weapons expert Pierre Sprey estimated that a serious F-35 crash could create a 10-mile toxic radius. 
https://vtdigger.org/2018/02/28/problems-plagued-f-35-since-proposed-20-years-ago/

The F-35’s each carry 18,000 pounds of fuel. Their exterior is made up of composite materials like 
Kevlar and graphite. When such materials catch fire, they produce a toxic smoke and the fires are hard 
to extinguish. https://vtdigger.org/2018/02/28/problems-plagued-f-35-since-proposed-20-years-ago/

Nuclear Capability 
The Madison City staff has been informed that “that if Truax is selected, the F35s arriving would not 
be nuclear capable and only units with a nuclear mission would be given the hardware necessary to 
carry nuclear weapons.” But the mission of the F-35s can change and the military is not required to 
inform the public.  
https://vtdigger.org/2019/04/10/fact-check-activist-says-f-35s-bound-burlington-nuclear-mission-dont/ 
https://vtdigger.org/2019/04/23/rosanne-greco-f-35-nuclear-capability/ 

Conclusion 
As medical professionals, we are gravely concerned about both the environmental threats and the risks 
of serious accidents posed by the basing of F35 fighter jets at Truax. Do these fighter jets make us 
safer? Or would spending this money on health care, the environment or even cyber security be a 
better choice?  
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Office of the Mayor           
Satya Rhodes-Conway, Mayor                                   
City-County Building, Room 403 
210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard 
Madison, Wisconsin  53703 
Phone: (608) 266-4611 
Fax: (608) 267-8671 
mayor@cityofmadison.com 
www.cityofmadison.com 

 

November 24, 2025 

Mark Papko, Airport Director 
Dane County Regional Airport 
4000 International Lane 
Madison, WI 53704 

Dear Director Papko, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Dane County Regional Airport’s (DCRA’s) 2025 
amended Noise Compatibility Program (NCP) draft.  
 
The City of Madison has followed this work closely and has participated in the Technical Advisory 
Committee process that guided the NCP’s development. The City provided detailed comments on the 
initial draft in March 2024, including remarks on nearly twenty of the recommendations. This letter 
will focus more specifically on our highest priority comments. Specific comments include the 
following. 
 
 
Noise Abatement Measures:  
 
Measure 2.2.8: NA-8: Consider runway reconfiguration to address noncompatible land use to the south 
of the Airport 

The City is generally supportive of the noise abatement measures in this section that reduce the noise 
impact of takeoffs and landings on area residents. Additionally, the City supports Measure 2.2.8 to 
“Consider runway reconfiguration to address noncompatible land use to the south of the airport.” We 
request that any changes to Highway 51 to accommodate an extension of Runway 3/21 be coordinated 
with the City to allow for a path to enable bicycle and pedestrian access along the highway, as well as 
a potential future traffic signal at the Highway 51 and Hanson Road intersection. 
 
 
Land Use Measures:  
 
Measure 3.2.1.1 – “Redefine ‘airport affected area’” 

I want to thank DCRA leadership for engaging with the City to discuss land use issues more 
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November 24, 2025
Page 2 

thoroughly. Recommendation 3.2.1 and Figure 3.2 of the draft NCP include a description and map of 
three zones of an “airport affected area,” as authorized by Wisconsin statute. State statute authorizes 
DCRA to object to zoning changes in the airport affected area, which would then require a 2/3 vote of 
the Madison Common Council to institute. As shared in our March 2024 comments, the City aims to 
strike a balance between the impacts residents experience from noise and the impacts they could feel 
to their housing affordability if housing construction in our fast-growing city were to be hindered in a 
large portion of the north and east sides of Madison. After some discussion, we understand that 
DCRA’s primary interest in the outer ring – Zone A - of Recommendation 3.2.1 and Figure 3.2 -- is to 
notify current and prospective property owners of the potential for airport-related noise. The City is in 
favor of notification for that purpose.  
 
To more specifically achieve the intended goal without the risk of broader repercussions to housing 
affordability in Madison, I request that Zone A of Recommendation 3.2.1 and Figure 3.2 be labeled as 
an “airport notification area” and that the statutorily-defined “airport affected area” label apply to 
Zones B and C. I believe this change adds clarity to DCRA’s goals with each zone and reflects greater 
alignment with the City’s goals.  
 
I also appreciate the amended NCP draft’s recognition of the City’s plans to connect housing and transit 
corridors to reduce the risk of future traffic gridlock in a growing city. To that end, the current draft 
NCP recognizes an exception in Zone B of Measure 3.2.1.1 along major transportation corridors. I am 
requesting this same language be added to Zone C. While there is little residential area within Zone C, 
the City’s primary tool to restrict residential construction would be to change zoning to a nonresidential 
use. However, making that change would make all the existing homes non-conforming uses in our 
zoning code, which risks further marginalizing homeowners already impacted by airport noise. 
 
 
Measure 3.2.5: LU-5: Implement a sound insulation program to provide treatment to noise sensitive 
structures within the 65 – 70 DNL noise contour 

I support the addition of this sound insulation program to the amended NCP draft. Sound insulation 
for homes within the 65 DNL noise contour is a common-sense solution, and one that residents have 
long anticipated. I appreciate DCRA recognizing its importance in this draft to increase protection for 
homes most impacted by flight-related noise. 

I appreciate DCRA’s decision to extend community outreach and revise the previous NCP draft to 
further reflect and align with community priorities. Thank you for this opportunity for the City of 
Madison to comment on the amended draft. We look forward to continuing to coordinate with DCRA 
in the future. 

Sincerely, 

 
Satya Rhodes-Conway  
Mayor 
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Health and Safety Concerns Regarding F-35 Fighter Jets in 
Madison, Wisconsin  

     
September 12, 2019 
 
Physicians for Social Responsibility Wisconsin (PSR WI) 
info@psrwisconsin.org 
www.psr-wisconsin.org
608-232-9945

 
Introduction 
PSR Wisconsin is extremely concerned about the proposal to expand Truax Air Force Base for 
bedding of a squadron of F35A fighter jets. Expansion of the base and flight operations to 
accommodate the F35 jets poses serious health and safety risks to the residents of Madison, 
Wisconsin. These jets can also be upgraded to carry nuclear weapons without the public’s 
knowledge. 
 
Air Pollution 
Numerous studies have documented links between air pollution and respiratory diseases, heart disease 
and stroke. https://www.who.int/airpollution/ambient/health-impacts/en/

Airplane exhaust plays a significant role in air pollution, especially in the vicinity of airports. 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/11/091118112423.htm,  
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/es900975f

The levels of plane emissions of volatile organic compounds and ultrafine particles in neighborhoods 
near airports are similar to those measured at airport runways.  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20237839?dopt=Abstract 
The F35’s consume more fuel on takeoff than other fighter jets because of the use of “after burner” 
engines for up to 50% of flight operations. https://vtdigger.org/2019/08/29/docs-show-f-35-
afterburners-use-may-be-higher-than-publicly-predicted/

The more fuel that is used, the higher the levels of ultrafine particle and other emissions. 
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es900975f

Water and Soil Pollution 
High levels of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) have been found in the soil near Truax 
AFB and in the watershed of Starkweather Creek, due to PFAS containing firefighting foams used on 
the base. City well #15 was recently closed down due to PFAS contamination. 
https://www.cityofmadison.com/water/water-quality/water-quality-testing/perfluorinated-compounds
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Some studies in humans with PFAS have shown that PFAS can be transmitted through breast milk, 
can affect growth, learning and behavior of infants, can adversely affect the immune and endocrine 
system and increase the risk of cancer.  https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/health-effects.html

Neither the Department of Defense nor Air National Guard has made any effort so far to clean up this 
PFAS contamination or the two burn pits on the Truax base. 
https://cityofmadison.com/mayor/news/city-staff-memo-maps-on-f-35-environmental-impact-
statement

The F35’s require a special stealth coating after each flight, which will pose further risks to the air, 
soil and water on and around Truax Air Force Base. https://www.businesstoday.in/opinion/columns/f-
35-fighter-jet-stealth-aircraft-us-india-dogfight-indian-air-force-iaf-modi-govt-donald-
trump/story/355414.html

Health Effects of Noise 
The Air Force’s Draft Environmental Impact Statement (draft EIS) admits there will be a significant 
impact on noise levels due to the basing of F-35’s at Truax. F 35s are 50-250% louder than our current 
F 16’s.  The number of takeoff/landings would increase by 27% (but up to 47% increase during the 
initial 2 years of training).  
 
Basing the F 35’s in Madison would impact more homes than at any of the other four proposed sites. 
The EIS estimated 1,318 households 
and 2,766 residents will be living inside the 65 db zone.  Of these, one hundred thirty-two households 
with 292 residents will be living within the 70-75 dB zone and will likely need relocation. (4 EIS F-
35A Volume 1 Part 2, Chapter 4, page WI 32) 
  
Health effects include hearing loss for exposure > 70-80 dB, increases in blood pressure, heart rate 
and stress hormones that could increase risks of heart attacks, stroke and exacerbate symptoms of 
anxiety and post traumatic stress (PTSD).   
 
Fetal exposure to excess noise can increase the risk of premature birth or low birth weight infants. 
Excessive noise exposure of infants, toddlers and young children places them at risk of delayed speech 
development and cognition as well as negative effects on attention, concentration, long term memory 
and reading and math comprehension.   
 
Also, particularly vulnerable populations would be those with Autism, ADHD or sensory processing 
issues as well as differently abled persons and the elderly who cannot easily relocate. 
 
Bibliography of 4 good articles about noise and health: 

1) Viet SM, Dellarco M, Dearborn DG & Neitzel R.  Assessment of noise exposure to children: 
considerations for the National Children’s study. Pregnancy Child Health. 2014 October ; 1(1): . 
doi:10.4172/2376-127X.1000105. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4390126/pdf/nihms-
660061.pdf
2) What Do We Know about Noise Sensitivity in Autism? Marina Sarris, Interactive Autism Network at 
Kennedy Krieger Institute https://iancommunity.org/ssc/noise-sensitivity-autism Interactive Autism 
Network: Linking the Autism Community and Researchers
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3)  Noise: A Hazard for the Fetus and Newborn, American Academy of Pediatrics Committee on 
Environmental Health, PEDIATRICS Vol. 100 No. 4 October 
1997 http://socnw.org/pdf/noise%20effects%20on%20unborn.pdf
4) Noise Exposure and Public Health, Willy Passchier-Vermeer and Wim F.Passchier, 
EnvironHealthPerspect108(suppl1):123-
131(2000) https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1637786/pdf/envhper00310-0128.pdf
5) From the current EPA on noise and children

A. For parents: Noise and Its Effects on Children https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-
07/documents/ochp_noise_fs_rev1.pdf 
B. For elementary kids: Listen Up Play It Safe With Your Ears Play It Safe With Your 
Health https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-07/documents/ochp_noise_elem_book.pdf

 
Risk of Fires and Crashes 
Basing a weapon system like the F35 near a heavily populated area is unsafe. There have been several 
serious mishaps and two fires involving the F35’s so far.  
https://vtdigger.org/2018/02/28/problems-plagued-f-35-since-proposed-20-years-ago/

There have been two crashes, one related to a mechanical failure and one due to pilot error.  
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/05/12/world/f-35s-first-crash-caused-manufacturing-defect-
report/#.XXpsPpNKhfI, https://www.cnn.com/2019/06/10/asia/japan-f-35-fighter-crash-cause-hnk-
intl/index.html

Weapons expert Pierre Sprey estimated that a serious F-35 crash could create a 10-mile toxic radius. 
https://vtdigger.org/2018/02/28/problems-plagued-f-35-since-proposed-20-years-ago/

The F-35’s each carry 18,000 pounds of fuel. Their exterior is made up of composite materials like 
Kevlar and graphite. When such materials catch fire, they produce a toxic smoke and the fires are hard 
to extinguish. https://vtdigger.org/2018/02/28/problems-plagued-f-35-since-proposed-20-years-ago/

Nuclear Capability 
The Madison City staff has been informed that “that if Truax is selected, the F35s arriving would not 
be nuclear capable and only units with a nuclear mission would be given the hardware necessary to 
carry nuclear weapons.” But the mission of the F-35s can change and the military is not required to 
inform the public.  
https://vtdigger.org/2019/04/10/fact-check-activist-says-f-35s-bound-burlington-nuclear-mission-dont/ 
https://vtdigger.org/2019/04/23/rosanne-greco-f-35-nuclear-capability/ 

Conclusion 
As medical professionals, we are gravely concerned about both the environmental threats and the risks 
of serious accidents posed by the basing of F35 fighter jets at Truax. Do these fighter jets make us 
safer? Or would spending this money on health care, the environment or even cyber security be a 
better choice?  
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In 2020, Dane County Regional airport widely publicized a map that indicates the 
predicted noise patterns caused by all aircraft and measured in decibels (db).  The map 
conveys a predicted DNL (Day Night Average Sound Level) in the area where the military 
jets arrive and depart. Domestic and military plane acoustic noise levels conveyed here 
does not convey maximum noise level created by the F-35 jets. The 2020 map uses time-
averaged levels, which do not correspond to the 100+dB levels that we see when the jets 
actually fly over. 

Now that the F-35s have arrived in Madison, MSNSound shows periodic readings much 
higher than National Institute Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) safe levels at 60-
85db.  According to the FAA, noise at this level is incompatible for residential housing.  For 
more info about hearing loss and aircraft noise, see  this link from the Centers for Disease 
Control for more information . 

Wisconsin is set to apply for millions in federal grant funding that can be used to buy noise 
mitigation materials, such as windows and drywall to dampen the sound. A total of $5 
million is specifically set aside for areas that recently received new fighter jets. This will not 

 Madison Cap Times 
Feb 2024. 
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Madison School, Church, Community Center Noise Map 

 
East Madison showing schools, churches and community centers 
My house is marked the 107 dB 100 times higher than safe levels, according to OSHA. 
 

In addition to the study on general community impact, concern and attention has been 
focused on the effects of jet noise on children, particularly in a school setting and where 
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children play outside. This map indicates the buffer zone relative to the locations of nearby 
schools, highlighting elementary schools, preschools, and daycare centers. 
The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association sheds more light on trends 
related to noise and health effects.  
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A U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning II in flight. 
 

This list of accidents and incidents involving Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II aircraft 
includes events that resulted in loss of life, severe injuries, or damaged an aircraft 
beyond repair. The incidents have led both to concerns about safety[1] and to analyses 
that indicate that the F-35 is relatively a safe military aircraft to fly.[2] 

2014 to 2019 
2014 

 On 23 June 2014, an F-35A's (tail number 10-5015) engine caught fire 
at Eglin AFB. The pilot escaped unharmed, while the aircraft sustained an 
estimated US$50 million in damage.[3][4] The Air Force halted F-35 flights on 3 
July[5] and resumed them on 15 July with flight envelope restrictions.[6] In June 
2015, the USAF Air Education and Training Command (AETC)'s official report 
attributed the failure to the third-stage rotor of the engine's fan module, pieces 
of which cut through the fan case and upper fuselage. Pratt & Whitney 
applied an extended "rub-in" to increase the gap between the second stator 
and the third rotor integral arm seal, as well as design alterations to pre-
trench the stator by early 2016.[3] 

2016 

 On 23 September 2016, an Air Force F-35A (tail number 12-5052) was 
severely damaged in a fire on the flightline at Mountain Home AFB in Idaho. 
The airframe was stored until repairs were attempted. However, it was 
determined that the airframe was unrepairable due to the extensive fire 
damage. Later, the airframe was reassembled using spare parts to be used 
as an instructional airframe at Hill AFB. 

 On 27 October 2016, a Marine Corp F-35B (tail number 168057) suffered an 
in-flight fire, forcing the pilot to make an emergency landing at MCAS 
Beaufort, South Carolina. The cause of the fire was determined to be a faulty 
bracket issue which grazed electrical wiring near the hydraulic lines. This was 
an issue already known as a potential hazard by officials overseeing the F-35 
program. Two years later it was determined that airframe was damaged 
beyond repair, but was stored pending use as an instructional airframe. 
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2018 

 On 28 September 2018, the first F-35 crash occurred. A USMC F-35B (tail 
number 168719) crashed near Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, South 
Carolina, and the pilot ejected safely.[7] The crash was attributed to a faulty 
fuel tube; all F-35s were grounded on 11 October pending a fleet-wide 
inspection of the tubes.[8] The next day, most USAF and USN F-35s returned 
to flight status following the inspection.[9] 

2019 

 On 9 April 2019, a JASDF F-35A (tail number 79-8705) attached to Misawa 
Air Base crashed east of the Aomori Prefecture during a training mission over 
the Pacific Ocean.[10] Japan grounded its 12 F-35As during the investigation. 
The US and Japanese navies searched for the missing aircraft and pilot, 
finding debris soon afterward[10] and recovered the pilot's remains in 
June.[11] Though there was speculation that China or Russia might attempt to 
salvage the aircraft, the Japanese Defense Ministry reported that there had 
been no "reported activities" from either country.[12] The pilot had radioed his 
intention to abort the drill before disappearing. Though the pilot was 
apparently conscious and responsive until 15 seconds before crashing, he 
sent no distress signal nor attempted any recovery maneuvers as he 
descended at a rapid rate. The accident report attributed the cause to the 
pilot's spatial disorientation.[10] 

2020 present 
2020 

 On 19 May 2020, a USAF F-35A (tail number 12-5053) from the 58th Fighter 
Squadron crashed while landing at Eglin AFB. The pilot ejected and was 
rescued in stable condition.[13] The accident was attributed to a combination of 
pilot error induced by fatigue, a design issue with the oxygen system, the 
aircraft's complex and distracting nature, a malfunctioning head-mounted 
display, and an unresponsive flight control system.[14] 

 On 29 September 2020, a USMC F-35B (tail number 169294) crashed 
in Imperial County, California, after colliding with a Marine Corps KC-
130 during air-to-air refuelling. The F-35B pilot was injured in the ejection, 
and the KC-130 crash-landed in a field without deploying its landing gear.[15] 

2021 

 On 17 November 2021, a Royal Air Force 617 Squadron F-35B (tail number 
ZM152) crashed during routine operations in the Mediterranean. The pilot 
was safely recovered to HMS Queen Elizabeth.[16][17][18] The wreckage, 
including all security sensitive equipment, was largely recovered with the 
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assistance of U.S. and Italian forces.[19] The crash was determined to have 
been caused by an engine-blanking plug left in the intake.[20] 

 
2022 

 On 4 January 2022, a South Korean Air Force F-35A (tail number 20-017) 
made a belly landing after all systems failed except the flight controls and the 
engine. The pilot heard a series of bangs during low-altitude flight, and 
various systems stopped working. The control tower suggested that the pilot 
eject, but he managed to land the plane without deploying the landing gear, 
walking away uninjured.[21][22] 

 On 24 January 2022, a USN F-35C (tail number 169304) with VFA-
147 suffered a ramp strike while landing on the USS Carl Vinson (CVN-
70) and was lost overboard in the South China Sea. Seven crew members 
were injured, while the pilot ejected safely and was recovered from the water. 
On 2 March 2022, the aircraft was recovered from a depth of about 12,400 ft 
(3,780 m) with the aid of a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) and 
DSCV Picasso, a deep-diving ship.[23] 

 On 19 October 2022, an F-35A (tail number 15-5197) crashed at the north 
end of the runway at Hill Air Force Base in Utah. The pilot safely ejected and 
was unharmed. The crash was caused by errors in the air data system from 
the wake turbulence of a preceding aircraft, which resulted in several rapid 
transitions between the primary and backup flight-conditions data sources. 
These rapid transitions caused the accumulation of reset values, leading the 
flight control laws to operate on inaccurate flight-conditions data, leading to 
departure from controlled flight.[24] 

 On 15 December 2022, an F-35B (tail number 170061) crashed during a 
failed vertical landing at Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth in 
Texas. The government test pilot ejected on the ground and was not 
seriously injured. The aircraft was undergoing production test flying and had 
not yet been delivered by the manufacturer to the U.S. military.[25][26][27] 

2023 

 On 17 September 2023, an F-35B (tail number 169591) crashed after the 
pilot ejected from his jet over North Charleston, South Carolina following a 
mishap during a training flight out of MCAS Beaufort. While the pilot was 
unharmed, the fighter was not located for about 30 hours.[28][29] The fighter's 
wreckage was found on the evening of 18 September 2023.[29] 

2024 

 On 28 May 2024, a developmental test F-35B (tail number 170067)[30] crashed 
shortly after takeoff from Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico. The pilot 
ejected and was reportedly injured.[31][32] 

2025 

G-297



 
 

 On 28 January 2025, an F-35A (tail number 19-5535) crashed at Eielson Air 
Force Base 20 miles south of Fairbanks in interior Alaska. The pilot was 
reported uninjured. On 26 August 2025 an Air Force investigation revealed 
that the pilot spent 50 minutes on a conference call with Lockheed Martin 
engineers starting soon after take-off. Freezing temperatures (-18C) had 
caused the hydraulic fluid to freeze and rupture the hydraulic lines including 
those to the landing gear. One third of the hydraulic systems in both the nose 
and the right main landing gear was found to have been contaminated with 
water. The US Air Force's accident investigation board concluded that a lack 
of oversight for the distribution of the hydraulic fluid, inadequate aircraft 
hydraulics servicing procedures, and the crew's decision-making, including 
the engineers on the call, all contributed to the crash.[33][34] 

 On 30 July 2025, A US Navy F-35C fighter jet assigned to Strike Fighter 
Squadron 125 Rough Raiders  central 
California near Naval Air Station Lemoore, according to an US Navy press 
statement. The pilot ejected safely while the cause of the crash, which 
occurred around 6:30 pm, is being investigated.[35] 
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· · · · · · · · DANE COUNTY REGIONAL AIRPORT

· · · · · · ·NOISE COMPATIBILITY PLANNING STUDY

· · · · · · · · · · ·PUBLIC ORAL COMMENT

· 

· 

· · · * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

· 

· 

· 

· · · · · ·TAKEN AT: Dane County Regional Airport

· · · · · · ·LOCATED AT: 4000 International Lane
· · · · · · · · · · ·Madison, Wisconsin
·
· · · · · · · · · · · November 18, 2025
· 
· · · · · · · · · ·5:55 p.m. to 6:35 p.m.
· 

· 
· · · ·* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
·

· 
· · · PRESENT:
·
· · · Jason Ilstrup - Commission Chair
· · · Mark Papko - Airport Director
· · · Ryan Falch
· · · Michael Riechers
· · · Christopher Reis, PE - Mead & Hunt
· · · Eugene Reindel - Harris Miller Miller & Hanson,
· · · Inc.
· · · Julie Gallagher
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Page 2
·1· · · · · · · · ·PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION

·2· · · · · · ·MS. GALLAGHER:· Steve Brooks is the

·3· · first one registered and he is here.

·4· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· All right.

·5· · Mr. Brooks, please come on up.· Five minutes.

·6· · · · · · ·MR. BROOKS:· Hello, yes.· Hi.· My name

·7· · is Steve Brooks.· I live in Madison.· I am a

·8· · member of Safe Skies Clean Water Wisconsin,

·9· · Veterans for Peace Madison, Wisconsin, and a

10· · member of other environmental organizations.

11· · · · · · ·These organizations have been watching

12· · and monitoring activities of the Dane County

13· · Airport and Truax for not only noise violations

14· · but other environmental concerns such as PFAS.

15· · I am speaking today for myself only.

16· · · · · · ·I think the changes that we have been

17· · hearing about the sound study are great.· It

18· · seems like you are for mainly normal airport

19· · operations, and I agree with that, and last time

20· · I was here for the regular meeting, I mentioned

21· · that, you know, if it wasn't for the F-35 -- if

22· · it wasn't for the F-35, you know, we'd probably

23· · as our community organizations wouldn't have too

24· · many issues with the airport besides the PFAS.

25· · But there is still a big elephant in the room.

Page 3
·1· · · · · · ·As far as my comments today, I would

·2· · mostly like to address the Wisconsin Department

·3· · of Military Affairs for directing the farce,

·4· · fraud, and abuse of local residents for not

·5· · protecting Madison Dane County citizenry from

·6· · U.S. constitutionally provided domestic

·7· · tranquility from the F-35s that operate out of

·8· · Truax Field with the 115th Wisconsin

·9· · International Guard.

10· · · · · · ·Noise concerns have been stated since

11· · the announcement of the F-35s coming into Truax

12· · Field and only the City of Madison has at least

13· · passed a resolution seemingly in a nonactive

14· · fashion without even follow-up but at least they

15· · did it, but the Dane County Board has not passed

16· · a resolution.

17· · · · · · ·A huge new clubhouse hanger for the

18· · F-35s has been built with taxpayer money, yet no

19· · open house for local residents has been offered

20· · to see it.· I heard that workers had to sign a

21· · secrecy agreement when they were building the

22· · facility.· What is in the new hanger that is so

23· · secret?· Are there gold-plated toilets in the

24· · new bathrooms?

25· · · · · · ·We don't have any Wisconsin Senator

Page 4
·1· · Bill Proxmire around anymore to check on

·2· · anything that would be considered a Golden

·3· · Fleece, but most of us realize the F-35

·4· · operation is a Golden Fleece.

·5· · · · · · ·As far as F-35 noise concerns, it is my

·6· · view that the F-35 jets must leave Madison and

·7· · Dane County.· The noise level is breaking the

·8· · rule of disturbing the peace.· Disturbing the

·9· · peace is an offense such as a domestic argument

10· · that gets out of hand and turns into disorderly

11· · conduct.· How is the regular occurring

12· · disturbing the peace of the F-35s allowed,

13· · getting off scot-free from a fine or a ticket

14· · and we have just been hearing it every time each

15· · and every F-35 takes off and lands.

16· · · · · · ·The Department of Military Affairs

17· · needs to pay a fine of $1,000 each for each and

18· · every time an F-35 takes off and lands at Truax

19· · Field to Dane County and Madison.· So what did

20· · we hear, about five or six planes goes off?

21· · 6,000 bucks right there to the Dane County and

22· · City of Madison.· They can split it, split the

23· · six grand.

24· · · · · · ·Other comments that I have is that I

25· · agree with the comments by Steve Klafka, the

Page 5
·1· · engineer, has a summary of recommendations, a

·2· · lot of them and I wholeheartedly agree with his

·3· · No. 18 that states that a new mission for the

·4· · 115th should be found without any type of

·5· · fighter jets.

·6· · · · · · ·So, look, Dane County has, what?· How

·7· · many hospitals?· We have four.· We have the Vets

·8· · Hospital, UW Hospital, Meriter, and St. Mary's,

·9· · four hospitals in Madison.· Why can't there be

10· · some type of change to the mission of the 115th

11· · regarding hospital stuff.· Hello?

12· · · · · · ·Okay.· So how do you ask people in

13· · charge of the F-35s to leave?· You direct.· And

14· · as this is an example, this is how you do it,

15· · you say, You, Pack up your things.· Take your

16· · F-35s and get out.· You stink.

17· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Thank you very

18· · much, Mr. Brooks.· All right.· Next public

19· · comment from online.

20· · · · · · ·MS. GALLAGHER:· Gil Halstead.

21· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Halstead is

22· · online?

23· · · · · · ·MS. GALLAGHER:· Yep.

24· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Hi, Gil

25· · Halstead.· Can you hear us?
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·1· · · · · · ·MR. HALSTEAD:· I am unmuted now?  I

·2· · could hear --

·3· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Yes.· And we

·4· · can hear you, Mr. Halstead.· You have

·5· · five minutes.· Five minutes, please.

·6· · · · · · ·MR. HALSTEAD:· So I have been looking

·7· · at the I guess it's the Department 150 Draft NCP

·8· · Amendment 2025.· Is this at issue here or is

·9· · that not something that's included?· Because it

10· · was not gone over because that's what my comment

11· · refers to.· 2.34 is part of the MSN 150 Draft

12· · NCP Amendment.

13· · · · · · ·MR. PAPKO:· Yep.· That's we are talking

14· · about and presenting today.

15· · · · · · ·MR. HALSTEAD:· Okay.· So Section 2.34

16· · considers the scenario where half of the south

17· · departing F-35s turn to the west instead of the

18· · east, but the recommendation in the report here

19· · is that although this would reduce both acreage

20· · and population within the 65 DNL contour, it

21· · shifts noise from one residential neighborhood

22· · to another and, therefore, is it not

23· · recommended.

24· · · · · · ·And I would like to suggest that it

25· · should be recommended because I would like to

Page 7
·1· · see the noise spread around more.· I am in the

·2· · flight path of those south departing and often

·3· · north returning F-35s on a regular basis.· And I

·4· · find it hard to believe that they are really

·5· · trying to leave in a different direction because

·6· · it happens very, very regularly.

·7· · · · · · ·I mean, I just heard in your discussion

·8· · that they have to ask permission.· Well, it

·9· · doesn't seem to me it's granted very often.  I

10· · am glad that there is a pilot that asks to do

11· · that, but I want the noise spread around more so

12· · that more people will feel like neighbors as I

13· · do to these jets and the pilots who fly them.

14· · · · · · ·I have tried to convince folks that if

15· · I were to make the pilots or the trainers

16· · available for interactive community discussions

17· · about the supposedly positive role they are

18· · planning here in the Madison community.· We were

19· · told from the get-go when the F-35s -- when the

20· · decision was made to get them down here, that

21· · there would be a positive economic impact.

22· · · · · · ·Perhaps there has been; but when I have

23· · asked public officials about this, I have never

24· · gotten a straight answer about how much in terms

25· · of dollars for what.· I think that perhaps the

Page 8
·1· · pilots or the trainers could give us their take

·2· · on what the positive impact is that these jets

·3· · flying over our house several times per week or

·4· · houses.

·5· · · · · · ·I know what impact the commercial jets

·6· · that also fly directly over my house are having

·7· · on my neighborhood.· I know that they are

·8· · transporting people and goods to and from

·9· · Madison, people who either live here or are

10· · visiting people who live here, and in many cases

11· · do some economic business here.· But what are

12· · the F-35s doing for us here in Madison?

13· · · · · · ·I think I know the answer but I'd like

14· · to hear it explained and justified by the pilots

15· · and/or the trainers or officials at the 115th

16· · who are, from my perspective right now,

17· · unwelcome neighbors in the airspace above my

18· · house.· I want them to convince me that I should

19· · welcome them or at least give me some good

20· · reason to tolerate them.· And they are not -- I

21· · haven't heard that from anybody.

22· · · · · · ·I am concerned about mitigating the

23· · noise population pollution, but I am actually

24· · more interested in having a clear explanation

25· · for why these planes are here and how their

Page 9
·1· · presence positively affects me and the broader

·2· · Madison Dane County community.

·3· · · · · · ·I would think that both the airport and

·4· · fighter wing would have want the community to

·5· · have a clear picture of that.· I don't expect

·6· · that even if I get some explanation that it will

·7· · satisfy me but at least there will have been

·8· · some honest exchange.

·9· · · · · · ·It seems clear to me that the jets

10· · could be training somewhere else and that the

11· · fighter wing could have a different mission as

12· · Steve Brooks mentioned.· One that, for example,

13· · provides support for communities facing natural

14· · disasters instead of training pilots to fly

15· · planes that are specifically designed to create

16· · or at least threaten to create disasters in

17· · other parts of the world.· Thank you for

18· · listening to me.

19· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Thank you very

20· · much, Mr. Halstead.· We appreciate your

21· · comments.· Next up, Julie.

22· · · · · · ·MS. GALLAGHER:· That is actually all

23· · that I have as far as pre-registered.

24· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Perfect.

25· · Chris?
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·1· · · · · · ·MR. REIS:· Yeah.· There is two more

·2· · that registered when they came in.

·3· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Fantastic.

·4· · And the first person's name on that list is,

·5· · please?

·6· · · · · · ·MR. REIS:· First person is Brett

·7· · Hulsey.

·8· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Thank you.

·9· · · · · · ·MR. HULSEY:· It's great to be back to

10· · Dane County Airport.· It's been a while.· I am

11· · Brett Hulsey.· I was on the County Board from

12· · 1998 to 2012, thought my debt was paid to

13· · society, but I am here tonight and I actually

14· · live at 3214 Ridgeway Avenue.· And according to

15· · your map on the inside of the high decibel area,

16· · so...

17· · · · · · ·I am also a carpenter and general

18· · contractor and have hearing loss and am very

19· · familiar with OSHA regulations because of that

20· · but thanks for your service.· I think my great

21· · contribution to the airport was on the County

22· · Board after 9/11, we worked to get the rental

23· · cops out of the -- and get good union jobs for

24· · people checking the luggage here because it's

25· · always good if your security detail going into

Page 11
·1· · an airport has their shirt tucked in.· That's an

·2· · indication of a higher degree, but thanks for

·3· · taking comments on this.

·4· · · · · · ·I live less than a mile from the end of

·5· · your zero north/south runway, and I have a lot

·6· · of video footage of planes going over.

·7· · Actually, I restored an 1849 farmhouse on

·8· · Milwaukee Street and I had to wear ear

·9· · protection while I was reroofing that because I

10· · think those were F-19s then.

11· · · · · · ·So I do have a little military

12· · experience.· My father was an Air National Guard

13· · flight surgeon during the Vietnam War at Tinker.

14· · I had employment in the Naval Academy on one of

15· · the flight jets, carriers, being a Marine Recon

16· · commander or a navy seal or all of the above if

17· · possible, but I couldn't do that because I had

18· · to take care of my mom during the divorce.

19· · · · · · ·My pilot training was at North Base

20· · with Max Westheimer Field, which is right in the

21· · middle of tornado alley.· So you should

22· · appreciate your nice, calm winds here, so...

23· · and I also happen to be a candidate for

24· · governor.· I only won 51,300 votes in 2014

25· · against Scott Walker and Mary Burke but I only

Page 12
·1· · spent $7,044, so that's pretty good.· But there

·2· · is a possibility in the next few months -- year

·3· · or so I will be a commander in chief for the

·4· · Wisconsin Army National Guard, so I am both as a

·5· · neighbor and I am very concerned.

·6· · · · · · ·I believe the most cost effective way

·7· · to solve this problem is to conduct the majority

·8· · of the jet flights at Volk Field.· It does only

·9· · have an east/west runway.· I think it would be

10· · much easier for us to add a north/south there or

11· · prevailing winds southwest/northeast.· I am a

12· · sailor, so I pay attention to prevailing winds

13· · and pilot; but, and I did not finish my

14· · training.· I hope to do that one of these days,

15· · to get a biplane to drive to my -- fly to my

16· · campaign events but that's for that.

17· · · · · · ·So Volk Field is 80 miles away.· They

18· · were doing touch-and-goes.· I got video of it

19· · last week.· I was outside working on my house,

20· · and I still have tinnitus.· I had tinnitus from

21· · unprotected shooting as a child.· It is much

22· · worse now after that overflight.

23· · · · · · ·I have a two-year-old -- I rent the

24· · upstairs.· I have a two-year-old up there and

25· · you should understand the way these standards
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·1· · are set they were set by the industry to be

·2· · comfortable for the industry.· If you look at

·3· · Johns Hopkins, they have the levels much lower

·4· · than the FAA standards, and I would encourage

·5· · you to set the precautionary level of standard

·6· · for protecting the most people which is the

·7· · two-year-old upstairs.

·8· · · · · · ·And I also understand that your, what

·9· · is it, your 85 -- your boundaries are set on

10· · average, not peak and a peak of 120 decibels is

11· · almost gunshot level, so I always prided myself

12· · on the Dane County Board for being smarter than

13· · your average bear, and I think we can look at

14· · that.

15· · · · · · ·And the other thing is I brought this

16· · up to the new director, and welcome by the way.

17· · This looks like a fun first day at school.

18· · · · · · ·MR. PAPKO:· It's all fun.· Every day is

19· · fun.

20· · · · · · ·MR. HULSEY:· Yeah.· So, but, and I

21· · appreciate the great facility here and, but one

22· · of the things when I worked at the Sierra Club,

23· · we had these same kind of events in Denver with

24· · Stapleton going back years, they had lawsuits,

25· · they had encroachment around and the Sierra Club
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·1· · worked with them, and this pertains to your

·2· · long-range plan, but to actually redevelop a new

·3· · airport on a greenfield site and redevelop the

·4· · area around Stapleton Airport.· Am I at five

·5· · minutes?

·6· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· You are at

·7· · five minutes.· Just wrap it up.

·8· · · · · · ·MR. HULSEY:· So just consider that.

·9· · Thank you.· I will present more comments.  I

10· · also wrote a lot of health reports from the

11· · Sierra Club, so I will give you all the science

12· · behind the protecting children.

13· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· We appreciate

14· · your comments.· Appreciate your services for

15· · Dane County as well.· I'm sorry?· I didn't mean

16· · to cut you off.

17· · · · · · ·MR. HULSEY:· I thought my debt was paid

18· · to society but maybe not.

19· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Thank you very

20· · much, Mr. Hulsey.· Next?

21· · · · · · ·MR. REIS:· Next speaker, Scott Pigg.

22· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· You are fine

23· · right there.

24· · · · · · ·MR. PIGG:· My name is Scott Pigg.· I am

25· · a homeowner at 414 Russel Street which is about
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·1· · two and a half miles south of the airport and

·2· · maybe a half mile west of the center line of the

·3· · main 1836 runway.· I am also -- I also manage a

·4· · grass roots citizen science network of noise

·5· · monitors that's intended to track aircraft and

·6· · aircraft noise in the vicinity of the airport

·7· · that, among other things, can tell us that since

·8· · this meeting started, 9 of 35 departed to the

·9· · north.· They kind of half interrupted the

10· · meeting for part of it, and the one meter a

11· · couple miles north of here had a peak of

12· · 104 decibels and over the Oak Park Terrace, it

13· · was mentioned earlier they hit 98 decibels.

14· · · · · · ·That 104 decibels is 20 decibels louder

15· · than the couple of commercial airliners

16· · departing after those F-35s which makes them, I

17· · don't know, what would you say, Gene?· It's like

18· · two times louder for every 10 decibels so at

19· · least four times louder than a commercial

20· · airline.

21· · · · · · ·So all that is by way of saying that I

22· · consider myself a close observer of the aircraft

23· · and the aircraft noise and the area around the

24· · airport, not just in my neighborhood but by

25· · virtue of watching all those meters, so I offer
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·1· · up four comments.· I am pretty sure I will be

·2· · able to get it in within the five-minute window.

·3· · · · · · ·First, I wholeheartedly support I think

·4· · it was NA-8 about runway configuration that

·5· · talks about potentially lengthening Runway 0321

·6· · and realigning Runway 1836, especially the

·7· · lengthening of Runway 0321 if, as Gene says,

·8· · that would make it the dominant runway that the

·9· · F-35s would use.

10· · · · · · ·I mean, I think we have -- and almost

11· · all the comments have been here about the F-35s

12· · because they are, by far, the most significant

13· · contributor to the objectionable aircraft noise

14· · around here, and I think everyone would agree

15· · that the No. 1 goal would be to reduce the F-35

16· · noise footprint over residential areas and go as

17· · far as we can with that.

18· · · · · · ·And then I think there should also be a

19· · second goal which is, you know, if they have to

20· · fly over residential areas, there should be a

21· · goal of spreading that footprint around so it's

22· · not the same homes that are repeatedly hit and

23· · lengthening 0321 would by far reduce the noise

24· · exposure over the areas to the south of the

25· · airport and it would, you know, to the extent
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·1· · that sometimes they have to use the other

·2· · runways, it helps spread that noise footprint

·3· · around.· So I am very much in support of

·4· · those -- of that NA-8 recommendation.

·5· · · · · · ·I'd also like to commend the airport

·6· · and the consulting team and the 115th for the

·7· · new analysis that looked at alternative noise

·8· · departure profiles for the F-35s.· I thought

·9· · that was a great idea, and I am just very much

10· · encouraged if what I am hearing is true, that

11· · the 115th just went ahead and implemented the

12· · lowest noise -- the lowest noise profile.

13· · · · · · ·That's the kind of nimble engagement

14· · that we need and that you don't often see from

15· · the military and bureaucracies.· I'd like -- My

16· · comment would be can we extend that to also do a

17· · similar analysis for arrival profiles for the

18· · F-35s?· They seem to have two dominant patterns.

19· · One is a straight-in approach to a runway like a

20· · commercial airliner would do, a stabilized

21· · approach.· The other one is an overhead break

22· · arrival pattern where they fly over the airport

23· · at a fairly high altitude and then they circle

24· · and descend and land.

25· · · · · · ·And those, I am told, have different
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·1· · noise levels.· I can tell you for a fact they

·2· · expose different households to jet noise.· We

·3· · tend to get the worst noise when they are on a

·4· · Runway 36 overhead pattern, and what I would

·5· · like to see is I would like to see some similar

·6· · noise modeling analysis for those two arrival

·7· · patterns.

·8· · · · · · ·And then some thinking and discussion

·9· · about related to that second goal that I stated

10· · about spreading the noise footprint around about

11· · what is the right balance between overheads and

12· · straight-ins.· You know, I can understand that

13· · standard procedure for fighter jets is an

14· · overhead arrival pattern.· That doesn't need --

15· · it doesn't need to be exclusively one or the

16· · other, but I'd like to see more analysis along

17· · those lines.

18· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Your time is

19· · coming to the end but certainly wrap up.

20· · · · · · ·MR. PIGG:· I will.· Okay.· Two more.  I

21· · will second what Gil Halstead said, about the

22· · non-recommendation for the west departure

23· · profile because I think that, you know, if you

24· · look at the commercial jets, when they depart to

25· · the south, they fan out in all manner and I
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·1· · think we should in the interest of spreading the

·2· · F-35 noise footprint around, there should be at

·3· · least two south departure profiles so it's not

·4· · the same houses that are being hit on the same

·5· · flight path every time they have to depart to

·6· · the south.

·7· · · · · · ·There is something in the report that

·8· · said it's also not recommended because it's

·9· · against FAA standard operating procedures due to

10· · the TV towers to the southwest of Madison.  I

11· · don't find that argument compelling, and so I

12· · would like to see that recommendation revisited.

13· · · · · · ·And then, finally, I have one comment

14· · on LU-4 which is the monitoring for voluntary

15· · acquisition of the Oak Park mobile home park.  I

16· · am in support of the acquisition, but not if it

17· · means closing the park and sending the residents

18· · elsewhere.

19· · · · · · ·We already have a serious affordable

20· · housing problem in Dane County.· There is a

21· · national problem with mobile home parks being

22· · taken over by predatory private equity firms,

23· · and so I would hate to see that park closed

24· · down.

25· · · · · · ·I think that the airport should
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·1· · consider adding to the plan alternatives like

·2· · acquiring the park, then turning it into a

·3· · residential-owned community and offering reduced

·4· · lot fees for, you know, people who choose to

·5· · live there so that's, you know, some

·6· · compensation for the noise.

·7· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Thank you.

·8· · Yes.· Thank you very much, Mr. Pigg.· We

·9· · appreciate your comments and for you being here

10· · today.

11· · · · · · ·MR. REIS:· And we have one more, Linda

12· · Hall.

13· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Please come on

14· · up.· You have five minutes.· Thank you for being

15· · here.· You have five minutes.

16· · · · · · ·MS. HALL:· Hi.· I am Linda Hall.  I

17· · live at 1834 Rutledge Street, and I came earlier

18· · when -- to look at all the maps and see what the

19· · plan is to mitigate the noise.· I appreciate the

20· · work that's been done on that.· But I firmly

21· · believe that your study area is not large

22· · enough.

23· · · · · · ·My house isn't even close to being in

24· · the study area and yet the noise is terribly

25· · disruptive there.· When I occasionally work from
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·1· · home, I have a coworker who lives east of

·2· · Olbrich Park.· When I hear the F-35s come over

·3· · her house, I know I have to put my headset on;

·4· · otherwise, it's going to interrupt the Zoom

·5· · meeting that I am in over at my house on

·6· · Rutledge Street.

·7· · · · · · ·I also think that your study maps

·8· · average everything.· It doesn't tell you

·9· · anything about what we are experiencing in terms

10· · of the noise from the F-35s.· It's very, very

11· · disruptive.· And even when you are in the house

12· · with the windows closed, it's disruptive.

13· · · · · · ·And the schedules of the F-35 seems to

14· · be changing to more annoying times, and I will

15· · just end that since the pandemic, my

16· · neighborhood has an outdoor happy hour on Friday

17· · night and it's being disturbed by these F-35s

18· · and not something that used to happen because I

19· · also have other friends who work in the

20· · neighborhood and their work is interrupted

21· · during the day because of the noise of the

22· · F-35s.

23· · · · · · ·So I urge you to do some more work and

24· · find some more measures to fix the noise if you

25· · can.· I don't really think you can.· I think we
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·1· · need the F-35s to go away.· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· That's all?

·3· · · · · · ·MS. HALL:· Yes.

·4· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Thank you.

·5· · Thank you for being here.

·6· · · · · · ·MR. REIS:· That's it that registered.

·7· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Hearing no

·8· · other public comments --

·9· · · · · · ·MS. DAVIS:· Yes.· I'd like to talk.

10· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Yes, please.

11· · Come on up.· Five minutes.· Thank you for being

12· · here.

13· · · · · · ·MS. DAVIS:· Sure.· Thank you all.· My

14· · name is Janet Davis, and I live over in the Eken

15· · Park neighborhood; and as much as what you hear

16· · right now, we often hear inside the house.

17· · · · · · ·You know, the thought of mitigation

18· · doesn't really help me because all summer long,

19· · I keep my windows open or if I can be outside, I

20· · am outside.· So, you know, when I listen to the

21· · noise exposure, and I see the little maps, I

22· · just wonder do you folks live around here?· Do

23· · you know?· Do you have to listen to this?

24· · · · · · ·I moved here 26 years ago and the

25· · number of flights that have increased, you know,
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·1· · sometimes before 6:00 in the morning and

·2· · sometimes after 10:30 at night and then the

·3· · F-35s, they are positively piercing.

·4· · · · · · ·So I think with the affordable housing,

·5· · what we need to do is like Austin did and like

·6· · Denver did, say this airport really doesn't

·7· · belong in the middle of a city.· I think the

·8· · airport needs to move.· I mean, I am all for

·9· · just targeting the F-35s.· I agree with Gil.

10· · · · · · ·You know, we have people that come in

11· · on the planes.· We have products that come in on

12· · the planes, but the F-35s don't do anything for

13· · us and changing their mission would make my --

14· · make me feel different about them.

15· · · · · · ·But the entire -- the big answer -- and

16· · if you want to talk about 5 years, 10 years,

17· · 15 years down, it's to move the airport and the

18· · number of houses that have gone up in the last

19· · two, three years within this airport are -- or

20· · apartments I should say, you know, people are

21· · steadily moving in and they are going to face

22· · the same thing we do.

23· · · · · · ·So, you know, let's see if I have much

24· · more to say than that?· I think it really is --

25· · I think it's a simple solution, although I know
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·1· · it's costly.· I just don't think the airport

·2· · brings us enough benefit, so...

·3· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Thank you for

·4· · your comments.· We appreciate you being here.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. DAVIS:· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Any other

·7· · comments either online or in the room?· Please.

·8· · · · · · ·MS. LODGEN:· Mine is really short.  I

·9· · just want to say that I agree with everyone here

10· · that spoke.· I live at 2714 Sommers and it goes

11· · right over my house.· We lived there long before

12· · even the F-16s and a very old house.· Whether

13· · you are inside or out, it is very, very loud and

14· · so I appreciate everyone that spoke up and I

15· · agree with.

16· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Are you all

17· · right stating your name just so we have it for

18· · the record?

19· · · · · · ·MS. LODGEN:· Lucie.

20· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Thank you very

21· · much.· We appreciate that.· Any other public

22· · comments?· Okay.· Thank you all for being here.

23· · The public comment period is open until

24· · November 24th.

25· · · · · · ·MR. PAPKO:· Correct.
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·1· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· It can be

·2· · written.· We gave the e-mail.· We have other

·3· · websites available to be able to get those

·4· · comments to us in written format, but I just

·5· · want to say a personal thank you for all of you

·6· · that were here either virtually or in the room

·7· · tonight with your comments.· We do appreciate

·8· · it.

·9· · · · · · ·Mark, is there anything else?

10· · · · · · ·MR. PAPKO:· No.· I'd just like to thank

11· · you for your participation.· I mean, we truly

12· · encourage you guys to continue to make those

13· · comments.· If you feel like you left something

14· · on the table, you have that opportunity for the

15· · next six days.

16· · · · · · ·All the information, all the

17· · presentations that we talked about and gave

18· · today will be available online.· All the

19· · information is available already online, so you

20· · can see the full amended NCP with the various

21· · appendices and breakdown in more detail into all

22· · the different measures and mitigation efforts

23· · that we went over, so please go in and take a

24· · look.· Thank you.

25· · · · · · ·If you haven't already grabbed -- make
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·1· · sure you grab the validated parking on the way

·2· · out.· Please go to the cashier lane with your

·3· · parking ticket and that validation and we will

·4· · make sure we get you guys out of here.· Thank

·5· · you.

·6· · · · · · ·COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON:· Thank you very

·7· · much.· This meeting is adjourned.

·8· · · · · · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the

·9· · · · · · · · · · ·above-referenced proceedings

10· · · · · · · · · · ·were adjourned as indicated

11· · · · · · · · · · ·herein at 6:35 p.m.)
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Appendix G 
MSN Noise Compatibility Program 

This page intentionally left blank. 

G-334




